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Among various situations that may confront human beings during the courses of their lives, there are certain extreme
adversities that by their very nature cannot be avoided, manipulated or changed; they stand in front of man like stern
walls, deaf to all entreaties or endeavours, so that man’s powers of endurance are tried to the limit and usually to no
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Kimberly Wright Cassidy

Kimberly Wright Cassidy has served as President of Bryn Mawr College since 2014. A developmental psychologist, Cassidy served as the
College’ s Provost from 2007-2013, and has been a member of the Psychology Department since 1993.

Cassidy has promoted academic innovation and has partnered with faculty to develop new multi- and interdisciplinary academic programs
and to advance new approaches to teaching in a liberal arts context.

Cassidy led development of Excellence in Action, a strategic vision for Bryn Mawr’ s undergraduate college, as well as initiatives to
enhance the College’ s distinctive, select graduate programs. She has also forged a broad institutional commitment to advancing diversity,
inclusion, and equity.

Cassidy is a public advocate for gender equity, with a focus on equity issues in STEM disciplines and workplaces.

She earned her M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania and bachelor’ s degree with distinction in psychology from Swarthmore
College.

Emily Murase

Dr. Emily Murase is a third-generation Japanese American whose career has been dedicated to gender equity, ending violence against
women, and international relations. For the past 15 years, Dr. Murase served as Director of the San Francisco Department on the Status of
Women for the City and County of San Francisco where her pioneering work earned recognition from the UN Institute for Research and
Training, the Italian Regional Government of Lombardy, and the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigations. Active in her children’ s education,
Dr. Murase became, in 2010, the first Japanese American to be elected to the San Francisco Board of Education in its 160+ year old history.
She served two terms, including as President, championing world languages, anti-bullying, and equity.

In 2013, she was selected as a member of the U.S.-Japan Council Japanese American Leadership Delegation and met with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida, and other political and business leaders. In 2015, Dr. Murase hosted First Lady Akie Abe for
her historic visit to San Francisco. As a Board Member of the San Francisco-Osaka Sister City Association (2005-present), Dr. Murase
chaired the Student Ambassador Program (2010-2012). Appointed a Visiting Lecturer of Osaka University, she delivered an annual lecture
on gender equity to undergraduates (2015- 2020). For over a decade, she has led a San Francisco delegation to the UN Commission on the
Status of Women meetings and presented regularly to numerous international delegations hosted by the U.S. Department of State on
strategies for advancing gender equity (2005-2020). Always aspiring to be a “Bridge Across the Pacific, “ Dr. Murase received a
commendation from the Japanese Foreign Minister.

Dr. Murase holds a BA from Bryn Mawr College, a master's in International Pacific Affairs from UC San Diego, and a PhD in communication
from Stanford. She resides with her husband Neal Taniguchi in San Francisco where they raised their two now adult daughters Junko and
lzumi.

Kenji G. Taguma

Kenji G. Taguma, a native of Sacramento, California, is the Founding President of the Nichi Bei Foundation, an educational and charitable
nonprofit organization which launched the Nichi Bei Weekly, first nonprofit ethnic community newspaper of its kind in the country. Taguma
also serves as Editor-in-Chief of the Nichi Bei Weekly, the third incarnation of a legacy of community leadership through media that began
with the Nichi Bei Shimbun published from 1899-1942 by Kyutaro Abiko and Yona (Tsuda) Abiko — the younger sister of Tsuda University
Founder Umeko Tsuda — and the Nichi Bei Times, founded in 1946 to reconnect Japanese Americans after their wartime incarceration in
American concentration camps. Leaders of the postwar Nichi Bei Times included Yasuo Abiko, the only child of Kyutaro and Yona Abiko and
Umeko Tsuda’ s nephew.

An accomplished journalist, Taguma won the 2005 Grand Prize Award from the Overseas Japanese Press Association in Tokyo for his
bilingual series on whether or not Japanese Americans had a responsibility to bridge U.S.-Japan relations. In 2013, he was awarded a
Consul General Award from Consul General of Japan in San Francisco Hiroshi Inomata, for his “distinguished achievements in contributing
to mutual understanding and friendship between Japan and California,” the youngest to ever earn the award in the region.
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